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Teacher Name: Marie Clymer 

Course/Grade: US History/9th  Date: Fall 2016                           Period: 

  

Content Standards:  

 SS 12.4.2 (US) Students will analyze and evaluate the impact of people, events, ideas, and symbols upon US 

history using multiple types of sources.  

 SS 12.4.4 (US) Students will identify and evaluate the effects of past, current, and potential future events, issues, 

and problems. 

 SS 12.4.2.a (US) Analyze and evaluate the impact of people, events, ideas, and symbols, including various 

cultures and ethnic groups, on history in the United States. 

 SS 12.4.2.b (US) Analyze and evaluate how the United States has changed over the course of time, using maps, 

documents, and other artifacts. 

 

Unit Title: Unit 6—Civil Rights 

Concept Based (Enduring Understandings/Generalizations): Settlement of the US, Westward Expansion, 

discriminatory laws and actions against non-white groups  

Materials & Resources: Making Invisible Histories Visible website, PowerPoint, Lakota stories & prayers printout, 

Lakota culture worksheet, computers, graphic organizer 

Accommodations for Students with IEPs or 504s: Literacy Strategies, graphic organizers 

Literacy Strategies: graphic organizers, think pair share 

Procedures/Routine Focus: group work, note-taking 

 

Anticipatory Set: 

Ask students to discuss with a partner what they know about Native Americans in the United States. Have one student 

from each pair write their answer on the board. Discuss with the students why they think this topic isn’t covered very 

much in school. 

Objective/Learning Goals 

I will know (knowledge): Major beliefs and traditions of the Lakota. 

I will be able to (skill):  Design a monument to the Lakota or Black Elk that incorporates key information about the 

subject. 

Procedures (GRL) 

Modeled: 

 

Shared: 

Notes on Lakota culture and history (see PowerPoint). 

(~15 min) 

In small groups, students are assigned a Lakota prayer to 

read. They then answer the corresponding question on 

their worksheet. Next, they read the Buffalo and the Field 

Mouse story & answer the question on the worksheet. 

(~20 Min) 

Guided: 

Students read the information on Black Elk and John Niehardt found on the MIHV website. They fill out the graphic 

organizer on this information and identify what they believe is the most important aspect of Black Elk’s life. (~20 Min) 

Independent: 

Students design a monument to either Black Elk or the Lakota. Questions to consider: Should Niehardt be included in a 

monument to Black Elk? Why or why not? How will you incorporate elements of Lakota culture into your monument? 

Students then write a paragraph explaining why they chose to memorialize Black Elk/the Lakota in this way. 

 

Summary: 

If time allows, students can present their monument designs and vote on the best monument in different categories (e.g., 

best depiction of Lakota beliefs, most artistic monument, best overall monument, etc.) 
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Lakota Culture Information Sheet 
Instructions: Trace the medicine wheel below in the colors you see on the PowerPoint. Then label the directions 
north, south, east, and west. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lakota often group things in fours, based on the medicine wheel. As we learn about Lakota culture, fill out the 
lists of things that come in fours: 
 

The Four Earth Colors 
1.   

 
2.   

  
3.   

 
4.  

The Four Lakota Values 
1.   

 
2.   

  
3.   

  
4.  
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Lakota History & Culture Information Sheet 
 
List some details about the Lakota BEFORE Europeans arrived in North America: 

   

   

   
 
List some details about the Lakota AFTER Europeans arrived in North America: 

  

   

   
 
Describe the Lakota way of life: 
 
 
 
On the map below, put a dot where Omaha is located. Then shade in the area where the Lakota 
live today. 
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Lakota Prayers & Legends Analysis Assignment 
Name: 
 
What can you infer* about the Lakota from the prayer you were assigned? Describe at least two 
inferences you can make. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which of the four Lakota values does the Buffalo and the Field Mouse legend demonstrate? Refer 
back to the legend as evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*”Infer” means to figure something out using evidence and reasoning instead of being told directly. 



Secondary #1 - WORD 

Earth Prayer 
"Grandfather, Great Spirit, once more behold me on earth and lean to hear my feeble voice. You lived 
first, and you are older than all need, older than all prayer. All things belong to you - the two-legged, the 
four-legged, the wings of the air, and all green things that live. 
You have set the powers of the four quarters of the earth to cross each other. You have made me cross the 
good road and road of difficulties, and where they cross, the place is holy. Day in, day out, forevermore, 
you are the life of things." 

- Black Elk: Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux 
 

Four Directions Prayer 
Creator, it is I. Thank you for today’s sunrise, for the breath and life within me, and for all of your 
creations. Creator, hear my prayer, and honor my prayer. 
As the day begins with the rising sun, I ask, Spirit keeper of the East, Brother Eagle, Be with me. Fly high 
as you carry my prayers to the Creator. May I have eyes as sharp as yours, so I am able to see truth and 
hope on the path I have chosen. Guide my step and give me courage to walk the circle of my life with 
honesty and dignity. 
Spirit keeper of the South, Wolf, Be with me. Help me to remember to love and feel compassion for all 
mankind. Help me to walk my path with joy and love for myself, for others, for the four legged, the winged 
ones, the plants and all creation upon Mother Earth. Show me it is right for me to make decisions with my 
heart, even if at times, my heart becomes hurt. Help me to grow and nurture my self worth in all ways. 
Spirit Keeper of the West, Brown Bear, Be with me. Bring healing to the people I love and to myself. Bring 
into balance the physical, mental and spiritual, so I am able to know my place on this earth, in life and in 
death. Heal my body, heal my mind and bring light, joy and awareness to my spirit. 
Spirit Keeper of the North, White Buffalo, Be with me. As each day passes, help me to surrender, with 
grace, the things of my youth. Help me to listen to the quiet, and find serenity and comfort in the silences 
as they become longer. Give me wisdom so I am able to make wise choices in all things which are put in 
front of me, And when time for my change of worlds has come, Let me go peacefully, without regrets, for 
the things I neglected to do as I walked along my path. 
Mother Earth, Thank you for your beauty, And for all you have given me. Remind me never to take from 
you more then I need, and remind me to always give back more than I take. 
 

Kateri Tekawitha Prayer 
Great Spirit! Our Father! We remember our sister Kateri. She was one of us the people of this land, this 
earth. It was You who led her to the woods and taught her the lessons of the cross. It was You who 
comforted her and strengthened her along the sacred path with your sacred way. Lead us to your love, feed 
and strengthen us along your sacred way. Show us the way of Jesus, the way of Kateri, May it be our way as 
well! 

The Buffalo and the Field Mouse 
 

Once upon a time, when the Field-Mouse was out gathering wild beans for the winter, his neighbor, the 
Buffalo, came down to graze in the meadow. This the little Mouse did not like, for he knew that the other 
would mow down all the long grass with his prickly tongue, and there would be no place in which to hide. 
He made up his mind to offer battle like a man. 
"Ho, Friend Buffalo, I challenge you to a fight!” he exclaimed in a small, squeaking voice. 
The Buffalo paid no attention, thinking it only a joke. The Mouse angrily repeated the challenge, and still 
his enemy went on quietly grazing. Then the little Mouse laughed with contempt as he offered his defiance. 
The Buffalo at last looked at him and replied carelessly: 
"You had better keep still, little one, or I shall come over there and step on you, and there will be nothing 
left!" 
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"You can't do it!” replied the Mouse. 
"I tell you to keep still,” insisted the Buffalo, who was getting angry. "If you speak to me again, I shall 
certainly come and put an end to you!" 
"I dare you to do it!” said the Mouse, provoking him. Thereupon the other rushed upon him. He trampled 
the grass clumsily and tore up the earth with his front hoofs. When he had ended, he looked for the 
Mouse, but he could not see him anywhere. 
"I told you I would step on you, and there would be nothing left!" he muttered. 
Just then he felt a scratching inside his right ear. He shook his head as hard as he could, and twitched his 
ears back and forth. The gnawing went deeper and deeper until he was half wild with the pain. He pawed 
with his hoofs and tore up the sod with his horns. 
Bellowing madly, he ran as fast as he could, first straightforward and then in circles, but at last he stopped 
and stood trembling. Then the Mouse jumped out of his ear, and said: 
"Will you know now that I am master?” 
"No!" bellowed the Buffalo, and again he started toward the Mouse, as if to trample him under his feet. 
The little fellow was nowhere to be seen, but in a minute the Buffalo felt him in the other ear. Once more 
he became wild with pain, and ran here and there over the prairie, at times leaping high in the air. At last he 
fell to the ground and lay quite still. The Mouse came out of his ear, and stood proudly upon his dead 
body. 
"Eho!” said he, "I have killed the greatest of all beasts. This will show to all that I am master!" 
Standing upon the body of the dead Buffalo, he called loudly for a knife with which to dress his game. 
In another part of the meadow, Red Fox, very hungry, was hunting mice for his breakfast. He saw one and 
jumped upon him with all four feet, but the little Mouse got away, and he was terribly disappointed. 
All at once he thought he heard a distant call: "Bring a knife! Bring a knife!" 
When the second call came, Red Fox started in the direction of the sound. At the first knoll he stopped 
and listened, but hearing nothing more, he was about to go back. Just then he heard the call plainly, but in 
a very thin voice, "Bring a knife!" Red Fox immediately set out again and ran as fast as he could. 
By and by he came upon the huge body of the Buffalo lying upon the ground. The little Mouse still stood 
upon the body. 
"I want you to dress this Buffalo for me and I will give you some of the meat,” commanded the Mouse. 
"Thank you, my friend, I shall be glad to do this for you," he replied, politely. 
The Fox dressed the Buffalo, while the Mouse sat upon a mound near by, looking on and giving his orders. 
"You must cut the meat into small pieces," he said to the Fox. When the Fox had finished his work, the 
Mouse paid him with a small piece of liver. He swallowed it quickly and smacked his lips. 
"Please, may I have another piece?" he  
"Why, I gave you a very large piece! How greedy you are!” exclaimed the Mouse. "You may have some of 
the blood clots,” he sneered. So the poor Fox took the blood clots and even licked off the grass. He was 
really very hungry. 
"Please may I take home a piece of the meat?” he begged. "I have six little folks at home, and there is 
nothing for them to eat." 
"You can take the four feet of the Buffalo. That ought to be enough for all of you!" 
"Hi, hi! Thank you, thank you!" said the Fox. "But, Mouse, I have a wife also, and we have had bad luck in 
hunting. We are almost starved. Can't you spare me a little more? "Why,” declared the Mouse, "I have 
already overpaid you for the little work you have done. However, you can take the head, too!" 
Thereupon the Fox jumped upon the Mouse, who gave one faint squeak and disappeared. 
If you are proud and selfish you will lose all in the end. 
 


